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- On the banks of the Delaware River in Peh‘nsylvania,
Debra Arch Myers has shaped a garden frorn nature” s

chaos, usmg only a light hand—-and a very! sharp blade
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GOLDEN HOURS
Oppaosite: Butterfly
weed in full bloom,
backed by Rudbeckia
hirta, Right: A path
lined with estrich fern,
Mattevecia struthiop-
teris, leads past a yel-
low birch to the river.
Forrest Myers's The
War of the Wovlds, be-
low.also serves as a
table. Bottom: A stone
pile shelters toads,
crickets, and snakes.

weed, and rattlesnake-master (so she spends virtually nothing on plants).
Most of the garden's “beds” and paths are shaped through cutting. That task falls to
Forrest, who spends about half a day every five to ten days on his mower. "I started
credulously. “Now | ride around on a 42-inch Simplicity
"The division of labor seems fair, since his

with a push mower!” he say

lawn tractor. It's become my psychiatr
sculptures come first, Debra explains, “We have a site in mind, then develop a garden
around the sculpture, We're rur

ng out of room now—though we do have a couple

more spots we re thinking about.”
Not that Debra is left free of all responsibility for her zone 5 property. “Some of the

plants 1 love are invasi
ferns are taking over what [ initially imagined as a woodland garde
a fern walk to the river—and it's more beautiful than it
would have been otherwise, T love the sense of abandon,
of nature constantly trying to come back. I believe you
should not fight it, just shape English garden is just

she admits. “Sometimes that works to my advantage, Ostrich
. Now it's become

not me, But | have to be careful”

A friend originally lured the couple to the property
because he knew that they had grown tired of summering
on Long Island, “It was 1988," remembers Debra, “that h
year of medical was

washing up on the beach, and the
red tide of algae, | first came up here in August, saw people

swimming in the river, and decided that this was the most

magical place | had ever seen,"That judgment required
something of a leap of faith, however, considering that
“most of what is now the garden was just a gravel parking

For more on Debra Arch Myers and her design business and
antiques store, see INFO, page 80.
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