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n his prolific hall-centmy-plus career, Milanese design
nnresiio Fitore Sotsass has been the creative genins be-
hind everyihing from Oliveui typewriters and Alessi tays

L0 airports, gas staions and clothing boutiques., *1 don’t
make distinctions among the things I design, whether s ar-
chitecture, furmitre or objects,” says the 85 yenr-old Sotesass,
founder of the Memphis movement, “1 don't have a special-
ization, excepl my curiosity about design.”

Crver the past 11 yvears, Sotsass’s insatable coviosiy L ex-
tenced o homes, which he has built in London, Zurich,
Rome, California, Colorado and Hawaii, Though many of his
projects boast similar bold colors and simple plaviul shapes—
pitched-rooled sheds, arched doormas, boxy windows—he
shies away from the suggestion that these designs share 2
commen language, “Tdon't think Thave o stepdy attitade to-
ward my archiwctore,” he entloses, “It's new every time.”
Sottsiss and partner Johanna Grawander have collaborar-
ed on many of the hovses, including Casa Nanon in
Lanaken, Belgiom, which they designed for a couple with a
young daughter, The rambling 8500square-foon leme s
more like a village spread around a landseape than a single
building. Sotsass and Grawimnder placed cach function with-
in its own volume and wrapped the picees in skins of stuceo,
masenry block and mewal o play up their differences,
Fashion photographer Hlelmut Newton's moody, chiromat-
i images of Casa Nanon lend an entively different point of
view 1o understanding the house. Recalls Grawunder: “He
didn't photograph icas il it were an object or a sculpture, b
a0 was desipned: as a series of places and paths,”

Caza Manon's gates open to reveal a red tower, the steceo boy of the bad-
roam wing and the corrugated metal garage (right). Above: A colorful door-
way surrounds a bathroom (reflecting Sottsass and Johanna Grawunder),

PHOTOGRAPHS BY HELMUT NEWTON,
WRITTEN BY RAUL BARRENECHE.
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italian architectural imp and
design guru Ettore Sottsass
designed this sprawling house
in Belgium as a self-contained

village opening onto an inner
courtyard of cobalt blue.
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he gateway to Sotisass's lanciful domestic village is 2

winelowless concrete-block ower painted a scandalous

shide ol ved, “Lalways pive great importance w the en-

m Sodtsass, “hecause ivs like a prassport it the
house,” Insicle, the home anfolds arcund o series of naorow
hallways
yard, “I's like o Pompeian house, where all (e vooms are

connectng diflerent rooms around a cental court-

arranged around the patio,” he explains.

As one enters o the red tower, a hallway leads 1ooa pro-
tessional-quality kitchen micdway down on the vightaned aeine
ing room just beyond, Turming leftan the corner, vou follow
another Ilil"".'r'.l}' 1 the living voom; it has a wood-cnclosed
sparal stair leading w atiny library perch, “ICs a0 European
iclea of separating vour books from the rest of the house,”
notes Sottsass, Tarming left again takes you w e sechuded
rster suite and a stair that goes o te daoghier's bedroom
and o guest voome above, Sliding glass doors along cach of

these corridors open onto Casa Nanon's modern-cay Roman
courtyard, which is paved in ochrecolored terr-cotia tiles,

Colow Towoms Targe inside the building as well as ol
“Every room has a color that accompanies the vitual go-
ing on inside 10" Solisass siays, For instance, he painted
the dinmg room a lominous yellowish green and the
courtyard’s stucco walls a bright cobale blue becanse he
wanted a "strong, saturated color,”

Caolor doesn't come just Trom the paint on the walls; 1
comes across in textures, materials and reflections of light.
For example, Sotsass Associati designed the drawers of the
dinang room eredenza, made of leaves of silver-toned Eani.
nated plastic, w rellect the colors of the space around it
Tha pristine white bedroom wing (opposite) overlooks a garden. Sliding
glass doors lead to the sunken central courtyard {above), The yellow-gresn
diming room {bog rig with Sott ted) has oval globe lamps by Jasper
Muorrigon for Flog and a minated-plastic credenza by Sotisass Associatl
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ne of the most important ideas behind the plan

ning of the howse was “to continoe it ot

make places where you can just look ai the o

i gardens wl vou can have tea or meditate,” say
Sottsass, “This is the main point of the design,” Grawander
aprees, “Expeniencing it from the inside out supports the dy
namic lives of the young couple and their daugher,”

T wit, there are outdoor spaces of all shapes and sizes
teked among the pieces of the ho There's apair of nar
row paved courtyards on either side of the entry towe
tween the tower and the garage (lell) and between the wower
and the bedroom wing. Fach of the n rsute's elevations
laces a garden: a pair of secloded siting areas ol the bed-
oo aned Bath, aned o Japanese gacden designed by Belgian

‘hitect Bobbie Mourmans that's sandwiched between the
bedroom and living room wi A covered werrace projects
[remm the dining room o create an outdoon eating arca over-
looking the large marden a0 the rear of the honse,

Mext year, the architects hope o start building a 5,400-
sepuare-Toot addition on the west side of the house, As in e
main house, separate blocks will honse separate functions,

Sottsass sums up his intelligent approach wo creating Casa
Manon: “We thought about people’s Tves, We made many
spaces where members of the family can find their own
places 1o be, without being on top of cach other,”

urngy pareachig wonght think
155 s happy 1oses thad ar iply beautiful ob-
Jects, Bur Casa Nanon proves the opposite, "We like design-

gy places (o live,” he asserts, “not monum
nirees, dast furges,
A courtyard sque between the entry Tow stone-clad corridor
., The g 3 Qpens anlo & couryard of o

uare windows (lop) give peeks lnside, Top lelt; An archway

in wooden slats leads from the dining room into the kitchean,
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