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The Italian designer Andrea Branzi, 73, has been inte-
grating rocks and trees into household objects for some
30 years. His Animali Domestici collection from 1985 fea-
tured laminate chairs with backrests of raw birch. A decade
later, he hollowed containers out of stones and lumps of wood.
This week, the Friedman Benda gallery in Manhattan
opened “Trees and Stones,” a show of Mr. Branzi’s latest furni-
ture combining chunks of nature with machined materials.
Branches are fit into cabinet compartments or extend against
backdrops of mirror-polished aluminum. Rocks sit like heroic
busts on a forest of metal pedestals. >
To show how the furniture takes on a different life when
used, Mr. Branzi borrowed a few antiquities, including a 6,000-
year-old Egyptian vase from the collection of Marc Benda, a
founder of the gallery. “I don’t think they need it, to be hon-
est,” Mr. Benda said. “They’re strong, stand-alone works.”
Through Oct. 13 at 515 West 26th Street (10th Avenue);
(212) 239-8700 or friedmanbenda.com. JULIE LASKY
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