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Chris Schanck Dining Table, 2016

New York, NY [November 17, 2016] — Friedman Benda returns to Design Miami with Asymmetrical
Symmetry, two parallel room settings featuring the work of eleven contemporary designers. Contrasts,
opposites and asymmetries will illustrate the rich diversity and backgrounds of designers spanning four
continents and four generations, while calling attention to the breadth and depth of each individual
designer’s practice.

One room, a juxtaposition of non-traditional materials in a frenzy of vibrant colors and textures, marks
Friedman Benda’s first collaboration with American artist Chris Schanck. This setting will feature a
monumental contemporary dining table and mirror, and a new series of armchairs in Schanck’s signature
Alufoil technique and will preview his first solo exhibition at Friedman Benda in September 2017.
Misha Kahn, fresh from a working trip to South Africa, will present the first in a new series of cabinets
produced in Swaziland made with woven grass, trash, car parts, and sea glass. The inclusion of the
Campana Brothers’ bi-level marquetry table along with a pair of pink Pirarucu armchairs, complete
the room.

The second setting is an exploration of volumes, with furniture and objects in natural materials and
earthy tones. British designer Faye Toogood’s volumetric Roly-Poly dining chairs in silver nitrate
bronze will preview her first solo exhibition with Friedman Benda, Assemblage 5, opening February 23,
2017. These chairs will be paired with Korean designer Byung Hoon Choi’s minimalist sculptural
dining table in light oak and stone. American design legend, Wendell Castle, now 84, will show the first
in his exciting new Block series of carved chairs ‘born’ of wood, referencing classical sculpture of the
Renaissance period, Marcel Wanders’ low embroidered leather Odjurss dte Murmur chairs will be
juxtaposed with Los Angeles based artist Adam Silverman’s organic ceramic vessels. The setting will
include lighting — the unveiling of Chilean design studio gt2P’s new Remolten Lava table lamps made
from lava excavated from Chile’s Villarrica Volcano; a voluminous rice paper and bamboo floor lamp
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by the influential Italian architect and designer Andrea Branzi, as well as British designer Paul
Cocksedge’s Capture, a hand-spun aluminum dome chandelier, which holds the glow of a warm white
light, but with no visible source.

Brooklyn-based Calico Wallpaper will unify the rooms, a second collaboration with the company’s
founders. Inspired by the concept of optical illusion, Calico Wallpaper will present a site-specific print of
their Aurora wallpaper with a custom pattern designed to play with the viewer’s perception and
challenge one’s visual system.

About Friedman Benda

Friedman Benda is a gallery dedicated to presenting established and emerging designers who create
historically significant work and are at the forefront of their practice. Founded in 2007, the gallery’s
exhibitions and publications have played a vital role in the rise of the design market and education, and
take a comprehensive approach to work that intersects the fields of design, craft and art. Friedman Benda
represents an international roster of designers spanning five continents and multiple generations.

For further information, please visit: www.friedmanbenda.com
Instagram @friedman_benda
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