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Rare bracelet Rare necklace

Fttore Sottsass Ettore Sottsass

Rare ring ‘Mobile'

Meret Oppenheim

Necklace composed
of yellow gold rings

Angelo Mangiarotti

Rare ring

Fttore Sottsass



‘My story is a simple one, of friendship with
those who have shared my love of art, design

poetry, of working and making things in these

fascinating, ineffable fields.’ CLETO MUNARI

exploration of

signature jewellery

FRANGCOIS EPIN, AUCTIONEER,
DESIGN SPECIALIST
AT PTIERRE BERGE & ASSOCIES.

Cleto Munari's friendships have come about through
his involvement in design. After meeting and being
encouraged by Carlo Scarpa in 1973, this Italian dandy
oriented his work towards industrial design, working
for major international companies. Continually on the
lookout for cutting-edge techniques and new, original
ideas, he tirelessly analyses and experiments with
different forms and materials. In 1985, he opened

his jewellery studio cum laboratory where, with a few
internationally renowned architects, he designed and
produced jewellery and silver objects for his avant-
garde collections, tracing a historic change in the
world of jewellery. Munari's aim was to collaborate with
people who ‘did not belong to the well-defined and
limited world of design." Which is why he invited poets
and artists to join in with the architects to create what
he considered ‘an ideal of beauty’. Objects by Cleto
Munari can now be found in the permanent collections
of major museums such as the Metropolitan Museum
of Art and Museum of Modern Art in New York.

The most striking collaborations
with Cleto Munari

Angelo Mangiarotti (1921-)

This architect and industrial designer lives and
works in Milan. During the 1950s soon after
meeting Max Bill, he left for the United States

where he taught at the Chicago Institute of
Technology. During this time he met Walter Gropius,
Frank Lloyd Wright and Mies van der Rohe.

He also carried out extensive research in the
areas of plastics and prefabrication. Mangiarotti
prioritised materials, whether they were for design
or architecture. In 1962, he received the Architec-
ture Prize for Lombardy. Then in 1979, the Prix
européen de la Construction métallique and the
Compasso D'Oro in 1994 for his lifetime achieve-
ments. He became a professor ‘Honoris causa’ of
Architecture at the Politecnico di Milano in 2002.

Meret Oppenheim (1913-1985)

Painter and Surrealist artist. In 1933, Jean Arp and
Alberto Giacometti invited her to exhibit with the Sur-
realists. She exhibited ‘Déjeuner en Fourrure' in 1936,
a fur-covered cup, saucer and spoon that became one
of the emblems of the movement. Her work has been
collected by the Kunstmuseum in Basle, the San Fran-
cisco Museum of Modern Art and MoMA in New York.

Ettore Sottsass (1917-2007)

This architect and designer began working as

a design consultant at Olivetti in 1959, where
he designed the first electronic calculator. He is
one of a handful of designers who have received

the coveted Compasso d'Oro award several times.
He was made an Honorary Doctor of the Royal
College of Art in London in 1970. Sottsass and
an international group of young architects and
designers formed the Memphis Group, who
believed in the principle of kitsch and faddish
products. His collaboration with Cleto Munari dates
back to the 1960s. Together they designed and
produced some beautiful jewellery and objects.



