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EXCAVATION: Evicted  
 

A project by Paul Cocksedge and Friedman Benda  
in collaboration with Beatrice Trussardi 

 
Fondazione Luigi Rovati 
Corso Venezia 52, Milan  
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New York, NY – Friedman Benda is pleased to present British designer Paul 
Cocksedge’s latest project in Milan, in collaboration with Beatrice Trussardi.  
EXCAVATION: Evicted will be shown on the occasion of the Milanese Design Week 
at the site of Fondazione Luigi Rovati, which will become the city’s first private 
Etruscan museum and cultural center.  
 
EXCAVATION: Evicted is a physical and visual reaction to Cocksedge’s eviction 
from his London studio due to property development. The place the acclaimed 
designer has spent twelve years in, building his career, has been mined as a direct 
source for a new body of work. 
 
Cocksedge drilled down into the studio’s floor to excavate material that he then 
transformed into five distinct furniture pieces. Each of these works documents, 
commemorates and preserves not only his own time in the location, but the 
building’s own history. As he notes, his purpose is to “celebrate and release the 
tension and creative energy that’s shaped the space.” 
 

Wanting to commemorate my time there, I decided to delve further 
into the building and uncover what was underneath the surface the 
studio had inhabited for the past twelve years. After carrying out 
extensive scans of the foundations, I drilled down into the floor to 
uncover the levels hiding underneath. The resulting findings epitomize 
London’s multi-layered history, with the initial concrete hiding 
Victorian bricks left over from the building’s former life as a stable. 



 

            
 

 
Not just a response to his situation, the project echoes socio-political and cultural 
upheavals affecting many strata of contemporary society across the globe. Creative 
life in London, one of the world’s great metropolises and cultural centers, is acutely 
affected by increasing property values. Coupled with the uncertainty of Brexit, it 
mirrors other cities where the global movement into urban areas is forcing change 
in daily life. 
 

Intended as the last creative work to come out of the space, the 
pieces celebrate London’s reputation as a home for creativity – a 
status that is increasingly under threat as artists are displaced from 
their studios by property developers and rising rents. By creating 
pieces from the very fabric of one of London’s disappearing creative 
spaces, I hope to remind of the transient nature of both creative 
workers, and the places they inhabit. My Hackney studio will also 
accompany me to my new workspace, in the form of a work made 
from retrieved material. 

 
EXCAVATION: Evicted has been created in collaboration with Beatrice Trussardi, 
who is committed to supporting design and art, commissioning work that 
encourages people to question the environment around them. Moving away from 
the restrictions of the white cube, Beatrice Trussardi has hosted acclaimed 
installations and exhibitions, creating new connections between people and the city 
they inhabit. Cocksedge's EXCAVATION: Evicted series hopes to provoke questions 
about the city, and its ever-changing nature.  
 
Installed in the rooms of the 17th century Palazzo on Corso Venezia 52, site of the 
Fondazione Luigi Rovati, which will become the city’s first private Etruscan Museum 
and cultural center. 
 
About Paul Cocksedge  
Paul Cocksedge was born in London in 1978, and received an MFA from the Royal 
College of Art in Production Design, and a BFA in Industrial Design from Sheffield 
Hallam University. In 2014, Cocksedge was the recipient of the Moet Hennessy PAD 
London annual prize for best design for his Poised table. His work has been 
exhibited internationally and can be found in major public collections worldwide, 
including MoMA, New York; V&A, London; London Design Museum, UK; Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston; and the Museum of Arts and Design, NY. 
 



 

            
 

Paul Cocksedge Studio was founded in 2004 by Cocksedge and Joana Pinho. The 
studio has won national and international acclaim for its original and innovative 
design, underpinned by research into the limits of technology, materials and 
manufacturing processes. 
 
About Friedman Benda 
Friedman Benda is a gallery dedicated to presenting established and emerging 

designers who create historically significant work and are at the forefront of their 

practice. Founded in 2007, the gallery’s exhibitions and publications have played a 

vital role in the rise of the design market and education, and take a comprehensive 

approach to work that intersects the fields of design, craft and art. Friedman Benda 

represents an international roster of designers spanning four continents and 

multiple generations. 

 
For Press Inquiries 
Lara Facco, Public relations and communication, Milan, IT, lara@larafacco.com 
 
For Press Inquiries in the US: 
Michelle DiLello, Blue Medium, New York, NY, michelle@bluemedium.com 
 
For inquiries on the works in the exhibition contact: 
Jennifer Olshin, Partner, FB, 
gallery@friedmanbenda.com 
 
 


