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press upon modern-

o Kuramaita’s thumbprint continues

1is death. Kuramata, who died in 1991 ai

day design—even 17 vears afier
the age of 57, was perhaps the most important Japanese designer (o emerge

on the international scene in the 19705, His work is defined by incorpo-

vie:

alism -t furniture with Western shapes. He

g Japanese
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rinum, steel mesh and acrylics—to erafi art

lustrial materials—aluy

furniture in mind-bending forms that teased the elements of perception.

This spring, Italian furniture companies Glas Italia and Living Divani

sued Kuramata's pieces, an indicator that he continues to impact the larger

design communiiy.
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