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In the living area of a Manhattan apartment designed
by Robert Couturier, the custom-made sofa sits on

a Corian base, the lamp Is by Hervé Van der Straeten,
and the bronze cockta s | s

Crochet chalr is by Ma

tables are by Joris Laa

chair Is upholstered In @

A clean, well-lighted space in a Manhattan tower gives Robert Couturier the chance to puA acontemporary spinonli
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began designing the interior of an apartment in a
midtown Manhattan skyscraper, his client ex-
pressed one primary desire. “She wanted some-
thing ultracontemporary, because she had done
everything else,” Couturier says. The Polish busi-
nessman’s wife had previously overseen the design
of a number of the family’s other homes in Europe.
“They have incredibly beautiful houses,” says Cou-
turier. “They have one in Warsaw, another by alake
inthe Polish countryside, a place in Geneva, a place
inSardinia,and aboat. Eachreflectsadifferent side
of her personality.”

But the client envisioned her Manhattan home as

"

“the modern one,” he says. A mutual friend put her
in touch with Couturier. While the decorator is
known as a master of mixing periods and styles, he
was thrilled to push his work in a new direction.
“Although what I usually do is very different from
what she wanted, she recognized that I have a de-
manding eve and aknowledge of design,” he says.“1
always love and welcome a challenge. There is
nothing more boring than repeating oneself over
and over again.” Couturier drew much of his inspi-
ration from the personal style of the client herself.
“There is something simple yet incredibly sophis-
ticated about her that I felt immediately at case
with and that I wanted to translate into her home,”
he explains.

The client and her husband visit New York only
occasionally, notes Couturier, and had one other
wish. Their daughter is attending college in the
U.S., and they use New York as a meeting place.
The 4,500-square-foot space needed to incorpo-
rate both an appropriately chic apartment for the
visiting parents and a separate suite for the daugh-
ter. Beyond those basic requirements, the client
gave Couturier full creative license.

Stepping through the apartment’s entrance, it’s im-
mediately apparent that Couturier has delivered,
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with great zeal, on his client’s request for a contem-
porary look. Pristine white walls, light wood floor-
ing, and reflective surfaces set off a dramatic
collection of cutting-edge art, before giving way to
awall of sunny windows overlooking Central Park
and the Upper East Side. But the design isn't only
about providing a singular, breathtaking moment.
Making the most of the apartment’s unconvention-
al layout—its diagonal walls and corners that ter-
minate at odd angles—Couturier designed an
interior that slowly reveals itself, with frequent
shifts in color, texture, and mood.

The main living space, which is defined by a skel-
etal floor-to-ceiling ceramic screen designed by
Peter Lane, hasthe cool, open feel of agallery. When
Couturier first met his client, he recalls, “She was
dressed all in white, with a blond bob and not one
hairout of place.” He wanted the apartment’s public
spaces to reflect her “very controlled look,” he says.
Of course, any decent gallery needs stunning
works—in this case, it'sa museum-worthy selection
of contemporary furnishings, including limited-
edition pieces by Aranda/Lasch, Joris Laarman,




e custom ade daybec
upholstered in irence House velvel, and the table
Is by Pouenat Ferronnler; the artwork is by Edward

Krasinskl the curtains are of a laser-cut microsuede, and
e TUg 15 alpaca FACING PAGE, FROM TOP: The master
o re covered In a velvet by Sahco, and

a ibbro flank a custom-made bed

upholstered In a Rubelll velvet. The wall panels in the

b s sitLing area evoke the New York

City skytlit esk by Nicolas Aubagnac holds a Tamara

de Lempicka drawing, the chair is by Archirivolto, and

the floor lamp is by Philippe Hiqully. See Resources




and Marcel Wanders. One could imagine a collec-
tor lovingly acquiring them over the years, but that
was not the case here. “We found everything in two
daysin Paris and two days in New York.” says Cou-
turier. It was loads of fun, because she’s very deci-
sive and very quick.”

The feel of the space changes dramatically upon
entering the master bedroom. There, the materials
and color palette create a cozy, cocoon-like envi-
ronment. Walls are covered with pleated velvet.
Furniture and accessories feature patinated met-
als, dark woods, and gold accents. Most striking is
aseries of doors and wall panels depicting the New
York skyline, made from liquid metals and resins,
which adds an Art Deco touch to the room.

Each of the other private rooms has a distinct
personality. “In some projects, people don't want
that,” says Couturier. “They want them all to be
the same. But I think this is more fun—especially
when you have so many rooms.” The study, for in-
stance, is grounded in black and white but enliv-
ened with pops of mustard-yellow. Even the five
bathrooms and two powder rooms cater to differ-
ent moods, from cool and modern to playful and
glamorous.

Couturier believes the apartment’s mix of fur-
nishings is anideal reflection of his client’s diverse
interests and world travels. “She’s incredibly chic
and elegant—when she visits, she comes with six
Vuitton suitcases,” he says. “I think it’s rare that an
apartment is such a perfect fit.” m
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